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2017-18 North London Nationals Pee Wee “MD” Team
Thank you for allowing your child to try-out for the North London Nationals Pee Wee MD Team.  Details have been provided below, outlining the try-out process and expectations of players and parents/guardians throughout the hockey season.  Please review this information carefully.  If required, these details may change as the process proceeds.
Competitive Hockey 

Differences between Competitive and House-league:

· Try Out Process

· Play to win

· Fair ice time, not necessarily equal ice time

· Strength of competition

Try-outs

The Pee Wee MD team tryout times are as follows:

Date


Arena

Time


Thursday, September 12
Carling
 
7:30pm



Saturday, September 14
Stronach 
9:00am


Sunday, September 15
Stronach
10:00am

Game:

Wednesday, September 18
Carling

8:00pm

Parent Meeting

TBA


The North London Nationals MD Team will be comprised of:

· 15 skaters (9 forwards and 6 defensemen)

· 2 goalies

The first releases will be made after the second tryout.  Players released from the team will be asked to report to house league assessments.  

Results of player selection/release will be posted on our team website after each try-out session.  Players that have not been released will be asked to report to the next try-out session listed above.  Please be aware that this is a very difficult time for your child so please prepare them for all outcomes.  
The official team roster will be determined September 18th

Tournaments/Exhibition 

We intend on entering 5, tournaments in 201-1.  

Bob McDonald – St. Catherine’s, October 5-7 (Unofficial)
Chatham Silver Stick, December 6-8
North London Blue & White Tournament, January 3-5


Ann Arbour – Big Bear Tournament, January 18-20


West London Tournament, January 31-February 2
Ice Time 

Tentatively: Practices will be: Sunday 10:30am (Stronach) and Wednesday 6:30pm (Carling).

Costs

We will have a team budget of approximately $20,000: 

Between sponsors, fundraising and player fees, we need to raise $15,000.  Tournaments and extra ice have already been paid, so parents will be asked to pay $500 as soon as the team is picked and dependent on fundraising/sponsorships, we may require up to $500 more in installments through October, November and December.  Last year, we were able to raise over $11,000 in sponsors and $2,000 in other fundraisers.  With a little effort from everyone, you will be able to lower and/or eliminate your fees.  Please note:  a sponsorship for $250, $125 is allocated toward your child’s team fees (until eliminated) and $125 is directed to the team.  

Base Budget: 
Tournaments:


$5,000



Extra Ice Contract:

$5,200



Goalie Coaching:

$1,000



Skill Development:

$1,000



Miscellaneous:


$2,800

Extra Player Costs: We will be wearing a team track suit to games so players will be required to purchase the team uniform.  Cost approximately:  
$150

Plans to obtain sponsorships and participate in fundraising activities are in progress and parents and players are expected to participate.  These fundraising initiatives will be parent organized.  
A more detailed team budget will be provided to the team once the selection process is completed.  
Player and Parent/Guardian Expectations

In order for a competitive hockey team to be successful, the full support and commitment of coaches, players and parents/guardians is required.  Outlined below are the expectations of the players and parents/guardians during the hockey season.

Player Expectations:
· Attend every practice and game.  If a player is unable to make a practice or game, the Head Coach must be notified.  
· Most tournaments require your child to miss school (usually Friday, Big Bear - Monday) dependent on game times.  
· Arrive to practices no later than 30 minutes in advance and games no later than 45 minutes in advance.  Ultimately, players MUST be dressed (helmets on) 10 minutes before game or practice time.  Practice preparation and pre-game strategy is extremely important.  
· Give 100% effort and focus to their team during practices and games.  
· If your child is misbehaving during practice, they will be sent to the penalty box and then the dressing room to undress immediately.  If they are sent to the dressing room, they will not participate in the next game.  On the first occasion, parents will be notified and standards will be set.  If there is constant distraction from your child, further discipline will be utilized, including suspension.          
· Be respectful to teammates, coaches, other teams, parents, siblings and referees.
· Your child is required to get dressed on their own and parents are not allowed in the dressing room.    
Parent/Guardian Expectations:

· Provide funds and time commitment to allow your child to fully participate on the team.

· Reinforce player expectations with your child.

· Be positive and supportive of your child to assist in their development and increased confidence during practices and games.

· Be respectful of players, coaches, referees, and other parents/guardians.  Any disrespect will be dealt with immediately.  There is zero tolerance in this area.  

· Participation in team initiatives.  We will require your assistance with team finances, management, fundraising, training, on-ice practices, parent representative, water help, sweater laundry and dressing room attendants.

· If you have an issue with any team official, you will ONLY follow this resolution process:

1. Wait 24 hours.
2. Contact the parent representative.

3. If this does not resolve your issue, a meeting will be scheduled with the team official involved.

4. If the issue is not resolved, North London Executive will be contacted by the parent representative for mediation.

5. There is zero tolerance in this area.  
This is minor hockey, not the NHL, let your kid develop and have fun with full support and without drama.  Coaches are volunteers, many are non-parent coaches and we do our best.

Coaching Philosophy & Goals

For those parents that don’t know me, you will find that I am passionate about developing your child.  I believe in playing to win.  Winning involves winning the race to the puck, winning face-offs, winning the battle for the puck and having a winning attitude.  Our team will compete in all games.  We have a line-up of tournaments that I feel will challenge and reward their effort.    

We will incorporate team strategy around your child’s talent and ability to comprehend systems.  They will have a lot of skill development through repetition.  We cannot compete unless we have base skills.  There may be videos emailed to each player in advance of practices that they will be expected to watch.  Parents are asked to watch and learn along with your child. 

I recognize the importance of family in the sport and the commitment that parents and siblings make toward the team.  We will not have a Christmas tournament and practices during this period will be voluntary.   If you have family holidays planned, enjoy but please keep me informed so I can bring in AP players.

In terms of other sports, we support finishing your season but no interruptions during the season.  There are exceptions, so please communicate directly with me to seek accommodations, trying to keep other participation secret never works!            

Additional Information:

Ice time, or playing time, will be fair but not necessarily equal.  At all times I will try to balance the ice time keeping in mind that at certain times during games and during the year I will exercise my best judgment in having the right players on the ice.  Early in the season I will try to use players in all situations to ensure they gain valuable experience.  

I would ask that you please review the information in this letter and also take the time to explain to your child that at times ice time may vary as per the fair not equal guidelines.

Parents are welcome to discuss your child’s development but my coaches will not enter discussions around playing time.  We plan to play kids as much as possible during the regular season but in playoffs, tournaments or throughout the season Ice time is a coaching decision.  

Should you decide that the Pee Wee MD Team would not be a good fit for your child, due to the level of time commitment, financial commitment, or for any other reason, please let me know before I pick the team.  Otherwise, I assume you understand the information provided.
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please let me know.

Thank You

Head Coach
